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Machiavellian foreign policy calcula- 
tions played no part in the public dis- 
semination of intelligence reports that 
Libyan Kit squads were after the presi- 
denu'On the contrary, what happened 
Ls that Washington once again proved 
its inability to keep-a secreU. - • 

When CoL Muammar Qaddafi then 
; attacked President Reagan on national 
television, the administration found it- 
self* eyeball to eyebalL with an oppi- 
nt?rit>*of incomparable -unpopularity. • 
The^ etmfrontation was'' then inflated 
for’political purposes— but with results 
far less good than some imagined. 

Asia foreign policy. rhatter, Qaddafi 
is ho* joke. He hae rnade Libya avail** 
able to the Soviet Union as a storap 
base for a fearsome collection of mis* 
siletH planes, tanks and other weapons. 
By aUombination of bribery and ter- 
ropi'he has played havoc with^moderate 
regimes in the Middle^ East, the Ara-'- 
V, bian- peninsula, sub-Saharan /At rica 
■ and- North Africa. - ^ 

i The Reagan administration has p 
•. sp^jttv record in dealing wijh Qaddafi."' 

[ The iibyan leader has, of course-,- often-- 
i been ? bad-mouthedkby^ the]- president ■ 
and- other Amerirati^offiTOpi^;^ 
Libyan planee-were /sliqtf^ddwh ^ last' 
summer after they attacked A men^p: 
jets that were on ^na vat ‘maneuvers ip 
the Mediterranean:-. 

. But nothing:.likeTa-ci»kefted. camv- 
paign has been imder:wayiCrThfire 
for example, no- aiiti-Qaddait -radio- 
broadcasts beamed i. to -Libya - by ; this 
country'. An American official ‘at the 
United Nations who wan^ to deliver 
an anti-Qaddafi speecli to dosJLthe 
research himseU’ because 
cooperation in tjje -State ITepartmeni. 
Requests for help against C^ddafi by 
Arab leaders friend^yrtb ]d)unt^, 
’have repeatedly been brushed 'itde: 7 
: In moving* against QaddafiV latwt 
foreign adventure-;^-^ incursion into 
Chad— the United Slate^f-■ has" relied 
chiefly on France,, and a r^onal force 
composed of troops from African court-i; 
tries. 'I’hat force is now in the process 
of replacing Libyan;;;trdopsMn* Chad 
High Slate Department officials, when 
they learned of the Libyai\;hit squad 
story, were concerned that publication 
might upset the delicate African opera*; 
tion. So the- foi^iga poUcy 


from pushing fur a public confronta- 
tion with Qaddafi at this time, argued 
, that it was far better to keep mum. 

; -' The same sort of logic t should ' have 
been operating — and even more so— on 
the American intelligence and law-en- 

- forcement community. Intelligence re- 
' ports of foreign plots to kill the president 
i are extremely sensitive for a multitude 

of reasons. Publication of the informa- 
'^ tion reveals sources, and warns the 
4 would-be killers. It starts lots -of other 
pedple* thinking about assassination. It 
-complicates the task of protection. Last, 
since there is always a chance' that the 
report may not be true, publication risks 
makmg Washington look ridiculous. 

. But the American inteUigence com- 
' muriity includes a vast and porous set of 
'operations. It b constantly circulating 

- reports^ for internal consumption. Its j 
various organs are always brieflng one 
another.'There is competition for recog- 
nition— particularly among the bosses. 

Exactly what part of ther community 
first began leaking what part of the 
Libyan hit squad story is not cleat to me. 
But the earliest accounts— first on^ ABC * 
News, next in Newsweek and ^ then in 
/The New York Times-:^ betir finger- 
prints The same fingerprints^ The sto^ 
Ties’ ali'appear to come from the intelli- 
gence-cum-law-enforcement community^ - 
President Reagan was, accordingly, • 
enraged-^by the' leaks. But the^ VVhite 
House did confirm the stwies. Then, in 
an interview on the David Brinkley 
show, Qaddafi denied the chai-ge of hit 
squads. He called Reagan “sill/* and 
“ignorant*’ and “unfit’’ to be president. . 
He invited the American people to “get/ 
ridpf his administration.’^ 2 


So blatant a challenge from so odious 
a figure proved irresistible. Everybody in 
Wasliington suddenly begaiT dumping 
on Qaddafi. The president convoked two 
meetings of the National Seairity Coun- 
cil and. strongly intimated that a tough 
riposte was in the works. The White 
House stalT tried to doaiment the hit. 
squad charges. The State Department 
accused Qaddafi of "murder.” 

;, THe rhetorical buildup, obliges the 
administration to take some retaliatory' 
action. Several courses are open, but all 
—including pulling out American oil 
companies — take, time to implement 
As time passes, the credibility of the 
/administration withers before the on- 
slaught of the corrosive skeptics in. the 
press and television. ' ] / 

So once more we a're treated to the 
. sorry spectacle of the intelligence com- 
munity in* this country. Operating se- 
cretly, it can serve a president and the 
national interest'— as it did -in- the 
Cuban missile crisis. But when it oper- 
ates semi-publicly. as it has in recent 
years, it hurts the president and db- 

rcrediU the nation- 

.... . 
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